
 

MARY C. EBERLE 
JOHN B. RICE 
DIANNE C. MAGEE * 
DALE EDWARD CAYA 
DAVID P. CARO    
DANIEL J. PACI   † 
JONATHAN J. REISS ◊ 
GREGORY E. GRIM † 
PETER NELSON * 
PATRICK M. ARMSTRONG 
MATTHEW E. HOOVER 
KELLY L. EBERLE * 
COLBY S. GRIM 
MICHAEL K. MARTIN 
JOEL STEINMAN 
MITCHELL H. BAYLARIAN 
WILLIAM D. OETINGER 
LINDSAY R. NORTON 
DAVID A. KEIGHTLY, JR. 
ERIK S. ALLGOOD 
 
 
* ALSO ADMITTED IN NEW JERSEY 
◊ ALSO ADMITTED IN NEW YORK 
† MASTERS IN TAXATION 
 ALSO A CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION 
 

SUCCESSOR TO 
GRIM & GRIM AND BIEHN & THATCHER 

ESTABLISHED 1895 AND 1956, 
RESPECTIVELY 

 
 

www.grimlaw.com 
 

 
William D. Oetinger 

e-mail: woetinger@grimlaw.com 
 
 

 

J. LAWRENCE GRIM, JR., OF COUNSEL 
JOHN FREDERIC GRIM, OF COUNSEL 

 
    104 S. SIXTH STREET 

P.O. BOX 215 
PERKASIE, PA. 18944-0215 

(215) 257-6811 
FAX (215) 257-5374 

 
 (215) 536-1200 

FAX (215) 538-9588 
 

 (215) 348-2199 
FAX (215) 348-2520 

August 7, 2025 
 

Diana Silva, Esq. 
Manko, Gold, Katcher & Fox 
Three Bala Plaza East, Suite 700 
Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004 
dsilva@mankogold.com  
 

Bryan Lethcoe 
PHMSA 
US Department of Transportation  
8701 South Gessner, Suite 630 
Houston, TX 77074 
Bryan.lethcoe@dot.gov  
 

Alex Langan, Esq. 
Department of Environment Protection  
2 East Main Street  
Norristown, PA 19401 
allangan@pa.gov  
 

C. David Brown 
Department of Environment Protection  
2 East Main Street  
Norristown, PA 19401 
cdbrown@pa.gov  
 
 

 
RE: Twin Oaks Pipeline Anomaly and Inspections  
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 

On August 5, 2025, Upper Makefield Township learned for the first time that Energy 
Transfer has identified multiple anomalies in the Twin Oaks Pipeline within Upper Makefield 
Township which will require excavation. Energy Transfer’s disclosure comes only after being 
prompted by the Township’s geologist, David Fennimore, who questioned the location of 
anomalies referenced during a July 31, 2025 meeting. During the July 31, 2025 meeting, through 
a mediator, Mr. Fennimore directly asked whether any proposed digs to validate the crack tool 
results are located on the portion of the pipeline in Upper Makefield Township. Mr. Gordon 
responded that he “[did not believe] there’s one in Upper Makefield Township” but that it was 
close by and “closer to the river.” July 31, 2025 Zoom Call at 1:05:47. As Energy Transfer revealed 
on August 5, 2025 there are dig “sites,” plural, and that they are in Upper Makefield Township. 
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PHMSA confirmed on August 6, 2025 that there will be twelve excavations east of the Bucks 
pump station, including those located in Upper Makefield Township.  

 
Energy Transfer’s acknowledgment of an anomaly follows months of in-line inspections 

and repeated public statements suggesting there were no anomalies in the Twin Oaks Pipeline in 
Upper Makefield Township. Energy Transfer’s statements were, at best, misleading and, at worst, 
made with reckless disregard for the public safety. Upper Makefield Township has repeatedly 
requested access to the in-line inspection results only to be told, for example, that Energy Transfer 
“continue[s] not to find any evidence of any other issue.” April 24, 2025 Townhall Meeting; 7:30-
10:00. We cannot continue to accept Energy Transfer’s self-serving assessments and 
determinations about the scope of the anomalies along the Twin Oaks Pipeline. 
 

On August 5, 2025, Energy Transfer noted that “[A]fter a review and analysis of the 
reported ILI features, there were no immediate repair conditions per PHMSA regulations at 49 
CFR 195.452.” This statement carefully avoids referencing the analysis Energy Transfer undertook 
to determine that the anomaly it discovered does not require immediate repair. We cannot disagree 
more vehemently with Energy Transfer’s conclusion. An operator must take “prompt action to 
address all anomalous conditions in the pipeline that the operator discovers through the integrity 
assessment or information analysis.” 49 CFR 195.452(h)(1). 
 

We note that an immediate repair condition includes “an anomaly that in the judgment of 
the person designated by the operator to evaluate the assessment results requires immediate 
action.” The clear implication is that Energy Transfer has concluded that the anomaly does not 
require immediate action. Upper Makefield Township is astonished by that conclusion. The 
pipeline, now with a documented history of failure is located along a navigable waterway in a 
populated area, both factors in finding that the pipeline is in a High Consequence Area. 49 CFR 
195.450. 
 

Upper Makefield Township repeats its request that Energy Transfer and PHMSA provide 
all in-line inspection data in its possession. Given the unknown nature of the anomaly, we ask that 
Energy Transfer immediately notify impacted residents. Further, we demand that Energy Transfer 
take immediate action to address any anomalies it has identified in Upper Makefield Township 
and all along the Twin Oaks Pipeline. We cannot allow history to repeat itself and another leak 
intrude upon our community.  
 
       Very truly yours, 
 
       GRIM, BIEHN & THATCHER 

        
By:      William D. Oetinger 
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