
Upper Makefield Planning Commission  
June 17, 2026 Meeting Minutes 

 
The June 17, 2026 public meeting of the Upper Makefield Township Planning Commission was 
called to order by Chair Kathleen Pisauro at 7:00 p.m.  In attendance were the following members of 
the Planning Commission:  Kathleen Pisauro, Bud Baldwin, Harry Barfoot, Leena Saini, Karin 
Traina, Heather Kouveras, and Sean Cottrell.  Also in attendance were Township Solicitor Will 
Oetinger, Township Supervisor Liaison Braun Taylor, and Planning & Zoning Director Denise 
Burmester.  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
CONFIRMATION OF QUORUM 
Chair Kathleen Pisauro confirmed a quorum.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT   
There was no public comment. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
A motion was made by Ms. Saini and seconded by Mr. Barfoot to approve the March 18, 2026 
meeting minutes.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.   
 
JMZO ORDINANCE REVIEWS: 
Wrightstown – Limited Rezoning RI to RIA 
Ms. Pisauro provided an overview of the reasoning behind the reviewing the ordinance.  Will 
Oetinger, Esq., Township Solicitor, explained that the ordinance itself only affects properties in 
Wrightstown Township, having to do with a land swap between the Quarry and a private adjacent 
property owner.  He stated it was a minor ordinance change affecting Wrightstown.  A future 
Ordinance will address any data center issues. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Barfoot and seconded by Ms. Kouveras to approve the Ordinance as 
stated.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.   
 
Data Centers 
Mr. Oetinger provided an overview of the ordinance stipulations and that Upper Makefield does not 
presently have an ordinance regarding data centers.  The request is to get one in place as soon as 
possible to protect the Jointure. 
• Discussion commenced regarding the issues of an application coming to the Township before a 

data center ordinance is enacted.  Mr. Oetinger explained hypothetical situations and how the 
ordinance would regulate.  The Committee agreed that the ordinance as written was acceptable, 
but as they get more information about data centers, the ordinance may need to be revisited. 

 
  A motion was made by Mr. Baldwin and seconded by Mr. Barfoot to approve the ordinance as   
  written.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.   
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   Sign 
Ms. Pisauro provided an overview of the Sign Ordinance.  
Discussion followed with the following topics: 
• It was noted that a number of sign types in the ordinance seem to be redundant or overlap. 
• Mr. Taylor stated that he understood the Jointure was requesting that each Township review the  
 zoning districts that exist in their Township and determine what type of signs would be  
 permissible in each district.   
• The members also discussed use regulations for each zoning district and the type of signs the 

permitted uses may want. 
• Members discussed business signs.  Specifically, how an exception to the Sign Ordinance may 

be presented to the Township with a comparison of conditional use requiring a Board of 
Supervisors decision vs. a variance requiring a Zoning Hearing Board decision. 

• Athletic field signs vs. scoreboard signs were discussed. 
• Lawn signs, portable and temporary signs have similar definitions. 
• Limited duration signs were discussed.  
• The remainder of the sign types were reviewed. 

 
LIAISON REPORT 
Board of Supervisors – Braun Taylor 
Mr. Taylor provided Board of Supervisor status on the following topics:  
• The Township is acquiring three parcels at the intersection of Taylorsville and River Rds.  The 

Township plans to place a conservation easement on the properties as Preserved Open Space.  
 

CHAIR REPORT 
 Kathleen Pisauro 
• Community Day – suggestion of nail polish / one nail for the kids 
• Asked Committee to think about activities that the Planning Commission could do for the  

day. 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
A motion was made by Mr. Barfoot and seconded by Ms. Traina to adjourn the meeting at 8:54 pm.  
Motion carried by a unanimous vote.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Denise Burmester 
Director of Planning & Zoning 
Approved:  August 19, 2026 
 


