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PURPOSE OF OLDS SURVEY

¶ Addressing long-term sewage disposal needs of areas within a municipality that

have on-lot sewage disposal system problems is a required component of an

Act 537 Sewage Facilities Plan Update.

¶ BCHD had previously identified the Dolington Area as a ñproblemòOLDS

malfunctioning area.

¶ Board of Supervisors engaged an independent consultant to perform an On-Lot

Sewage Disposal System Survey within Dolington Area to provide an updated

assessment of OLDS conditions.



SCOPE OF WORK ïOLDS SURVEY

ǒPerform inspection of OLDS at each property

ǒReview performance of OLDS with property owner/tenant while onsite

ǒDocument any indications of OLDS malfunctions

ǒPerform sampling/testing of any observed potential surface malfunction

ǒPerform sampling/testing of well water

ǒPerform evaluation of subsurface conditions at each property by 

conducting soil probes.



Å Pennôs Trail Environmental was engaged by the Township to 

perform the OLDS Survey within the Dolington Area.  Pennôs Trail 

Environmental was the consultant selected by the Township to 

perform a similar OLDS Survey in the Taylorsville Area after 

submitting a competitive bid for services.

ÅPennôs Trail Environmental was established in 2008.

Å4 employees with more than 80 years of collective experience with 

Act 537 (PA Sewage Facilities Act.)

ÅAll Pennôs Trail Environmental, LLC employees are state-certified 

Sewage Enforcement Officers (SEOs). SEO certification requires 

maintenance of a level of professional performance subject to PA 

DEP review as well as a requirement for continuing education. 

Pennôs Trail Environmental, LLC

Qualifications and Experience



Å B.A. Biology ïLaSalle College

Å M.S. Biology ïEast Stroudsburg State College (emphasis: water quality  

assessment and management). 

Å 12+ years experience as BCDH Environmental Protection Specialist.

Å 23+ years experience as environmental consultant

Å PA-Certified SEO since 1978 ïQualified to evaluate soils/sites for 

individual and community sewage disposal systems; design and review 

designs; issue permits of installations; revoke permits, issue notices of 

violations or take other administrative actions.

Å Member of PA Association of Sewage Enforcement Officers (PASEO), 

state-wide professional organization to maintain knowledge of technical 

advances and individual proficiency and consistency. 

Pennôs Trail Environmental, LLC

Principal Surveyor:   John M. Dudish 



SUMMARY OF DOLINGTON AREA SURVEY



SURVEYED PROPERTIES

ǒ 58 properties identified in the target area

ǒ 35 Property Owners responded to mailing

ǒ 4 Property Owners declined to participate

ǒ 23 owners failed to respond to 3 certified mailings



Map Illustrating Surveyed 
Properties



PROPERTY INSPECTION CRITERIA

Physical inspection of participating properties 

for visible indications of:

Å sewage system malfunction (raw sewage 

on surface) 

Å seasonal stress (lush vegetation growth)

Å improper discharges (overflow pipes) 

Å distinctive sewage odor. 




